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Panora United Methodist Church  

Sunday Service 
 

9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
 

FaithSeeker’s Sunday 

School every 2nd, 3rd, & 

4th Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

Nursery Available 

 

Thanks (by Darcie Sims) 

 
 

It doesn’t seem to get any better… 
But it doesn’t get any worse either. 
 For that, I am thankful. 
 
There are no more pictures to be tak-
en… 
But there are memories to be cher-
ished. 
 For that, I am thankful.  
 
There is a missing chair at the ta-
ble… 
But the circle of family gathers close. 
 For that I am thankful.  
 
The days are shorter… 
But the nights are softer. 
 For that, I am thankful. 
 
The pain is still there… 
But is lasts only moments. 
 For that I am thankful. 
 
The calendar still turns,  
The holidays still appear and still  
cost too much… 
But I am still here.  
 For that, I am thankful. 
 
The room is still empty,  
The soul still aches… 
But the heart remembers.  
For that I am thankful.  

 
 
 
 
 
The guests still come. 
The dishes still pile up… 
But the dishwasher works. 

For that, I am grateful.  
 
The name is still missing,  
The words still unspoken… 
But the silence is shared.  

For that, I am thankful.  
 
The snow still falls. 
The sled still waits. 
And the spirit still wants to… 
 For that, I am thankful.  
 
The stillness remains… 
But the sadness is smaller. 
 For that, I am thankful. 
 
The moment is gone… 
But the love is forever. 
 For that I am thankful.  
 
Love was once (and still is)  
A part of my being… 
 For that, I am thankful. 
 
I am livingé 
And for that I am thankful. 
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Illness, the death of a loved one or many other types of loss may have been 
part of your story in 2018.  This poem is for all of us as we remember the 
joys and the struggles of the year past and look toward the holiday season 
with hope and thanksgiving. May your holidays be blessed with many rea-
sons to be thankful.  
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Robyn  

                          From Robyn’s Nest 
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Sunday, December 2 

during 9:30 am worship 

Our children lead us  
in understanding the meaning      

behind how we decorate               
the sanctuary for this season. 

 

Sunday, December 16 

during 9:30 am worship 

Hear the familiar  

Christmas story 

through the hearts and minds 

of our children. 

 

 

Monday, December 24 

7:00 pm worship 

Special Advent and Christmas Events 

 

Christmas reminds us that we have each received  

the greatest gift of all—a Savior who came  

to offer us forgiveness and eternal life. 

Share the joy of the Christmas season by providing  

meaningful gifts to families who might otherwise go 

without this year. 
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                                        WHAT IS “FAIR TRADE?” 

Fair trade is defined as trade between companies in developed countries and producers and arti-

sans in developing countries in which fair prices are paid to the producers. We have a “fair trade” 

catalogue in the pastor’s office.  This Cokesbury Fair Trade catalogue says, “When you buy a fair 

trade gift from this catalogue, it is no small deed.  You’re actually defending the rights of the poor 

and needy people all around the world.  By empowering them with the means to make a living 

wage, you help them attain safe housing, nourishing food, clean water, medical care and stable 

family lives.  Your generosity will not only change the lives of the artisans who make these beautiful 

and unique gifts, but their families and communities will benefit as well.”  A Tree of Life wooden 

carving from India, hand crafted pottery, a ceramic nativity set from Peru and bamboo wind chimes 

from the Philippines are just a few examples of the items available through this catalogue.  Stop in 

a take a look!  

 

New Sermon Series 

We are currently in the midst of the Sermon Series (Holy) Ghost Adventures, which continues 

through November: 

November 4  Holy Ghost Adventures: Pentecost 

November 11 Holy Ghost Adventures: Spirit-filled 

November 18 Holy Ghost Adventures: Fruit 

November 25 Christ the King Sunday (The last day of the Christian Year) 

 

New Sermon Series 

Advent brings a new Sermon Series, Christmas is Not Your Birthday, based on the book 

Christmas is Not Your Birthday: Experience the Joy of Living and Giving Like Jesus by Mike 

Slaughter, Pastor of Ginghamsburg UMC in Tipp City, OH.  

December 2  Expect a Miracle  (Hanging of the Greens) 

December 9   Giving Up On Perfect 

December 16 Faith Seeker’s Christmas Program 

December 23 Jesus’ Wish List  

December 30  By a Different Road 
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 "Many children and adults were blessed by this 

summer's  lunches served in Bagley and Lin-

den.  They also received the gift of books.  The 

summer lunch program was part of our Change a 

Child's Story ministry.  There are plans underway 

to turn the lunch program over to the school and 

expand it to offering in all five communities Mon-

day – Friday.  Volunteers are needed to be on 

site with the children for lunch time.  Please con-

tact Tammy Deal to learn more."  

The FaithSeekers kicked 

off the year on Septem-

ber 9th with a tailgate 

party at the Panora State 

Bank! Fun was had by 

all who attended!  

We ask any Child involved 
with Christmas Program stay 
after church  on December 
9th for dress rehearsal. We 
expect this to last until 
1pm.  Lunch will be provid-
ed. 
Christmas Program will be 

December 16th during 

church serviceΦ 
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 Welcome Our Church Leaders for 2019 

Worship Committee 

Serve thru 2019 Gayle Shackelford, Rich Schumacher, Toni Wright 
Serve thru 2020 Lois Creese, Rhonda Bellard, Cathy Van Gundy 
Serve thru 2021         Jackie Van Ahn, Tom Loeck, Cindy Carstens 
Choir Director:            MJ Brown 
Organist:                     Barb Bahde 
Communion Stewards: Linda Richey, Jim & Janet Adamson,  
       Nancy Leonard, Vickie Klein 
Christmas decorating: Bassett Family 
Ushers/Greeters:         Shelley Downing 
Wedding Coordinator: Mary Beidelman 

2019 Administrative Council 

Council Chair    Charles Brobst 
Education Committee   Brenda Halterman 
Lay Leader    Don Hamilton 
Mission Outreach           Michelle Bassett (co-chair),  
                                                           Jane Shepherd (co-chair)  
Memorial Chair                       Nancy Haslup 
SPRC Chair                            JoAnn Alumbaugh 
Trustee Chair                          TBD 
Recording Secretary               Trudy Hastings 
Worship Chair    TBD 
Treasurer                               John Coons 
3C’s                                       Connie Ridgley 
UMW President                      TBD 
Lay Member of Annual Conference   Karen Sievers 
 
SPRC Committee 

Serve thru 2019:    JoAnn Alumbaugh (chair), Brian Bahrenfuss,  
                                   Shari Crouse 
Serve thru 2020:    Ann Chambers, Ken Hickman, Pam Beardsley 
Serve thru 2021:    Karen Gerlich, Rachel Knudsen, Deb Schumacher 
Lay Leader:  Don Hamilton 
 
Board of Trustees 
Serve thru 2019:  Kurt Shackelford, Jay Merryman, Denise Brobst 
Serve thru 2020:  John Coons, Gigi Nelson, Dave Brown 
Serve thru 2019:  Jim Seivers, Karen Seivers, Larry Bellard 

 

Finance Committee 

Treasurer  John Coons,  
Serve thru 2019 Bryce Wilke 
Serve thru 2020 Mark Humphreys 
Lay Leader  Don Hamilton 
 

 

Nomination Committee 

Chair   Pastor 
Serve thru 2019 Jackie Wicks 
Serve thru 2020       Bob VandeVenter 
Serve thru 2021          Julie Zajicek 
Lay Leader  Don Hamilton 
 

 

Education Committee 

Brenda Halterman 
Shanell Wagler 
Melissa Bahrenfuss 
 

Youth Group Leaders 
Shanell Wagler 
Erin Ambrose 
 
 
Membership Committee 

John Coons, Mary Beidelman 

 

  

Memorial Committee 
Nancy Haslup (chair), 
Nancy McCleary 
 
Church Historians 
Mary Kay Hamilton 
 
Prayer Chain 
Lora Koch  
  
Lay Member of Iowa Annual  
Conference Karen Sievers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missions & Outreach Committee 

Serve thru 2020                          Jane Shepherd, co-chair 
Serve thru 2021                          Michelle Bassett, co-chair 
Youth Leader Rep                               Shanell Wagler & Erin Ambrose 
Prayer Shawls                                     Eileen Goodrich 
3 C’s Rep                                            Connie Ridgley 
Change a Child’s Story Rep (NEW)   Tammy Deal 
Habitat for Humanity Rep (NEW)        Lynn Zajicek 
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      Serv ing Our Church  

Greeters for November: 
 Nov    4  Bill & Linda Richey 
 Nov  11  Dave & Shanell Wagler 
 Nov  18  Bob & Mary Williamson  
 Nov  25  Ken & Kris Hickman 
  
Greeters for December: 
 Dec   2  Ken & Shari Crouse 
 Dec   9  David & Jackie VanAhn 
 Dec  16   
 Dec  23  Don & Mary Kay Hamilton 
 Dec  30  Bob & Barb VandeVenter 
  

                Schedule for  

Chimes and Choir  
 

  Nov    8       6:30pm    Chimes Practice 
  Nov  11       9:30am    Chimes Play 
  Nov  15       6:30pm    Choir Practice 
  Nov  18       9:30am    Choir Sings 
   
  Dec    6       6:30pm    Chimes Practice 
  Dec    9       9:30am    Chimes Play 
  Dec  20       6:30pm    Choir Practice 
  Dec  23       9:30am    Choir Sings  
  Dec  24       7:00pm    Chimes & Choir 
 

                  

          UMW Calendar 

November 19—UMW meeting at 7:00pm       

                                             Hostess: Trudy Hastings      Co-Hostess: Denise Brobst                 

                                             Work on Senior boxes & Turn in Thank Offering boxes 

                                                                Work on Adopt-A-Family 

  

                                                        December — NO UMW meeting   

Christmas Poinsettias 

 Help decorate our altar for the Christmas season with a Memorial or Thanksgiving gift of a poinset-

tia.  Simply return this form to the church office with your donation of $25 and we will have the poin-

settias delivered to the church in time for our Hanging of the Greens Service on Sunday, December 

2nd. 

 

 Enclosed is my donation for $_______ 

In Thanksgiving for: _______________________________________________ 

In grateful memory of: _____________________________________________ 

In celebration of _______________________________on _________________ 

Other: __________________________________________________________ 

Given by: ________________________________________________________ 

Suggested donation of $25.  Please return to the church office by November 28th 



November/December 2018 

 

November 2018 
 MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  
 

  
 

1 2 3 

4 
9:30am Family Church 

5 
 

6 
1:00pm Women’s Bible 

Study at Lakeside Village 

7 
 

6:15pm Youth Group 

 

8 

6:30pm Chimes  

 Practice 

9 
 

10 
 

11 

9:30am FaithSeekers 

9:30am Chimes Play 

12 

 

13 
1:00pm Women’s Bible 

Study at Lakeside Village 

 

14 
6:15pm Youth Group 

15 
6:30pm Choir Practice 

16 17 

 

18 
9:30am FaithSeekers 

9:30am Choir Sings 

19 
7pm UMW Meeting 

20 
1:00pm Women’s Bible 
Study at Lakeside Village 
 

 

21 
 

22 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

23 

 

24 

25 

9:30am FaithSeekers  

 

26 

 

27 
1:00pm Women’s Bible 

Study at Lakeside Village  

 

28 
6:15pm Youth Group 

29 
 

30 
 

                        

December 2018 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
      1 

 

2 
9:30am Family Church 

Hanging of the Greens 

3 

 

4 

1:00pm Women’s Bible 
Study at Lakeside Village 

5 
6:15pm Youth Group 

6 

6:30pm Chimes  

Practice 

7 8 

 

9 

9:30am FaithSeekers 

9:30am Chimes Play 

10 

 

11 

1:00pm Women’s Bible 
Study at Lakeside Village 

12 
6:15pm Youth Group 

 

13 
 

14 

 

15 

16 
9:30am Children’s 

Christmas Program 

17 
 

18 

1:00pm Women’s Bible 
Study at Lakeside Village 

19 

6:15pm Youth Group 

20 

6:30pm Choir Practice 

21 22 
 

23 
9:30am FaithSeekers 

9:30am Choir Sings 

 

 

24 
7:00pm Christmas 

Eve Service 

7:00pm Chimes & 

Choir  
Christmas Eve 

25 
1:00pm Women’s Bible 
Study at Lakeside Village 
 
 

Christmas 

26 

 

 

27 28 29 

30 
9:30am Family Church 

31 

New Year’s Eve 
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Faithseekers  

Sundayôs at 9:30 a.m. in lower level.  

Except for 1st and 5th Family Worship 

Sunday 

 

 

Youth Group 

 Every Wednesday at 6:15 pm       

Open to students in Grades 8-12 

 


